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Duckweed, the most important member of
the famiK Lemnaceae, which includes a num-
ber of minute aquatic flowering plants, a
favorite food of water fowl.

Ducomrnun, Elie (1833-1906), Swiss
peace advocate, was born in Geneva. He was
chancellor of the canton of Geneva. In 1891
he was commissioned by the Congress of
Rome to organize the International Bureau of
Peace at Berne ; and in 1902 he was awarded
one-halt of the Nobel Peace Prize for that
year.

Ductility is that property of solids in vir-
tue of which they can be drawn out so as to
increase their length at the expense of their
cross dimensions. As a rule, the ordinary
metals are all more or less ductile ; some, such
as iron, copper, platinum, sold, and especially
silver, being eminently so. Glass is ductile
when in a semi-molten state.

Ductless  Glands.   See Glands.

Duddell, William Du Bols (1872-1917),
English engineer. In 1908 he was secre-
tary of the International Conference on
Electrical Units and Standards. He is the
inventor of the Duddeil Arc Light, used in
Wireless Telegraphy.

Dwdevant, Madame. See Sand, George.

Dudley, Joseph (1647-1720), American
colonial governor, was born in Roxbury,
Mass. He was one of the commissioners for
the United Colonies (1681) ; and was sub-
sequently appointed president of New Eng-
land, and chief justice of the Superior Court.
In 1690 he was made chief justice of New
York, and from 1693 to 1701 was in Eng-
land, where he became a member of Parlia-
ment, He returned to be captain-general and
governor-in-chief of Massachusetts Bay

Dudley, Paul (1675-1751), American jur-
ist, son of Joseph Dudley, was attorney-
general of Massachusetts. He was a natural-
ist of repute. He left a bequest to Harvard
for the purpose of establishing an annual
lecture in defence of Christianity (Dudleian
Lecture) ,

Dudley, Plimraow Henry (1843-1924),
American inventor, born Freedom, 0. He
invented the dynagraph, track indicator, and
stremmatograph ; introduced the first five-
inch steel rails used in the United States; and
in 1916 discovered a process for rendering
steel rails unbreakable.

Dudley, Tnomas (1576-1653), American
colonial governor. As a leading member of
the Massachusetts company he settled in Bos-
ton, (1630), and became deputy governor

along with his son-in-law, Simon Bradstreet.
Between 1634 and 1650 he was four times
governor of Massachusetts. He was one of
the founders of Harvard (1636).
Duel, a single combat following on a chal-
lenge, and fought with deadly weapons ac-
cording to the regulations of an unwritten
'code of honor.' These are commonly en-
forced by witnesses called seconds, who are
present at the time and place appointed. The
private duel was not known in England until
the beginning of the sixteenth century. It was
introduced from France, where the custom
arose early in the fifteenth century. In France
over two thousand gentlemen are said to
have lost their lives in duels during the reign
of Henry iv. The practice, once introduced
into England, spread rapidly over the British
Isles. Noblemen and gentlemen of fashion,
members of Parliament, lawyers, doctors,
clergymen, and even ladies, appealed to this
mode of satisfying wounded honor. The first
reported duel in America occurred at Ply-
mouth, Mass., in 1681; the most noteworthy
was that between Alexander Hamilton and
Aaron Burr in 1804, resulting in the death of
the former. General Washington discouraged
the practice. Legally, in both the United
States and England, a duel is regarded as a
criminal offense, and the sending of a chal-
lenge as a breach of the peace. See ASSAULT ;
HOMICIDE; MURDER.
Duenna (Spanish, from Latin domina, 'a
lady') is literally a married lady, and is used
specifically as the chief lady-in-waiting of
the queen of Spain. In common parlance it
signifies any elderly lady who has charge over
young girls.
Duer, William Alexander (1780-1858),
American jurist. In 1822-9 he was a judge of
the N. Y. State supreme court, and in 1830-
42 president of Columbia College.
Duet, a musical composition for either two
voices or two instruments, or'for two per-
formers on one instrument.
Duff, Mary Ann (1795-1857), American
actress, played with Edmund Kean in lead-
ing Shakespearean roles, winning a high repu-
tation as a tragedienne.
Duffy, Sir Charles Gavan (1816-1903).
Irish Nationalist and Australian statesman.
He founded the Nation at Dublin (1842)..
and to its columns contributed the papers
afterward republished as Ballad Poetry of
Ireland, a work which ran through forty edi-
tions in as many years. He was one of the
promoters of the Tenant League and Inde-
Party j but on the disruption of